
Year 7 Literacy & Numeracy Catch-Up Statement 2020-2021 
 
In the academic year 2020-2021, no Key Stage 2 national standardised scores were available 
for the Year 7 cohort due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
On entry into Year 7 students sat baseline banding tests and were awarded standardised 
scores. 383 out of 431 students sat the baseline assessments in mathematics. Of these, 91 
students received standardised scaled scores of less than 100 (the expected score) in Maths 
and 16 students achieved a reading score of less than 100, with the following contextual 
information: 
 
Maths -  

Total  Boys  Girls 
Pupil 
Premium 

Non-Pupil 
Premium 

SEND 
EHCP 

SEND K 

91 59 32 32 59 3 17 

 

English 

Total  Boys  Girls 
Pupil 
Premium 

Non-Pupil 
Premium 

SEND 
EHCP 

SEND K 

16 8 8 9 7 1 5 

 
Students were invited to attend Summer School to support catch up in the transition from 
Year 6 to Year 7. This gave them access to literacy & numeracy support materials and lessons 
that were delivered by a specialist.  
 
In previous years, the school has worked with an external agency, Team Up, to provide 
additional tutoring to supplement the range of support provided by the school through the 
daily diet of classroom teaching.  In the academic year 2020-21 it has not been possible to 
have Team Up staff in school to preserve bubbles.  To counter this, the students were placed 
in three bands for timetabling purposes and within each band the target students were mostly 
placed in 3 classes.  These classes comprised small numbers of students with planned 
deployment of support staff and specialist teachers prioritised for these classes. In effect, 
each of these classes had at two or more adults in them so students could benefit from more 
one-to-one and small group teaching. 
 
Alongside targeted impact in the classroom, 19 students in Year 7 (a number of whom are 
also in the target group of 64 students) catch-up funding was used to allow students to 
participate in the Kingsdale-Ubuntu Programme to develop self-esteem, positive attitudes to 
learning and leadership skills. Kingsdale School also invested in Hegarty Maths, an online 
portal which supports scaffolded and independent learning in Mathematics to promote 
student progress. 
 
Year 7 reading intervention was offered to the group identified above to both onsite and 
offsite to encourage and foster a love of reading and also to support and identify literacy gaps. 
This was coordinated and run by a specialist English teacher. This is now run pastorally with 
these students alongside mindfulness and wellbeing sessions. The school has also invested in 



the Accelerated Reader programme. To promote reading during lockdown, the school also 
invested the Click and Collect library service. This has meant that no student has been left 
without access to reading material.  
 
Teachers of Year 7, led by the Year 7 Progress Leader, have worked within a revised recovery 
curriculum map to take into account loss of learning time in Year 6 and in Year 7 as a result of 
the pandemic with regular checkpoints to gauge the quality of learning and progress, as well 
as a range of low stake and more formal assessments.   
 
Progress in Maths is summarised in the table below: 

  Total  
End of 
Year 7 
Target 

Autumn 1 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Grade 4 
and above 

91 91 53 
46 (out of 

69)  
64 (out of 

85)  

% Grade 4 
and above 

  100% 58% 67% 75%  

Progress in English is summarised in the table below: 

  Total  
End of 
Year 7 
Target 

Autumn 1 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Grade 4 
and above 

16 16 14 11 14 

% Grade 4 
and above 

  100% 88% 69% 88% 

 
Owing to circumstances involving large groups of students isolating in December 2020, it was 
not possible for students to sit formal assessments at the end of the Autumn Term.   The dip 
in Spring 2 is accounted for by the school closure during the pandemic and the 
access/engagement of some students with remote learning.  The impact of this has been 
addressed during the summer term and with a sharp increase in the proportion of students 
attaining a Grade 4 and above at the end of the summer term in English and Maths.  In 
recognition of the evidence that some students have not met age-related expectations, a Get 
ready for Year 8 booklet has been published and issued to students in Year 7 so that they can 
review, revise and secure a range of mathematical skills that will hold them in good stead as 
they enter Year 8 in September 2021.  The use of Hegarty Maths over the Summer break has 
also been promoted to students to support the school’s catch-up programme.  
 
Catch-up funding will be used to ensure targeted support continues into Year 8 so that 
students benefit from in-school support and external tutoring programmes to strengthen and 
secure their numeracy and literacy knowledge and skills. 
 
 

 

 


